Village Updates Summer 2009

Tacasune Then and Now

Almost two thousand years ago the Roman
Emperor Valerian began a persecution of the
Church. All property was confiscated and
meetings were prohibited. The bishop of Rome,
along with most of his clergy, was executed.
Lawrence, a deacon who was responsible for
the treasure of the church, was offered his
freedom in exchange for handing over all the
church’s assets to the Prefect. Agreeing to this
bargain, Lawrence asked for some time to
accomplish the enormous task.

Three days later, onlookers puzzled at the sight
of Lawrence leading a procession of the sick,
aged, widows and orphans, and the poor. Rag-
tag band in tow, he presented himself to the
Roman Prefect, and with a sweeping gesture
announced, “ These are the treasures of The
Church!”

During these perilous times in Honduras, most
look to “the wise and learned” to solveits
problems. Yet, every day, we see the salvation
of Honduras in the faces of its poor youth.
Ignored asrefuse, but given half a chance, these
young treasures of The Church have the tenacity
and ability to transform the nation.

We have told you about the teen leadersin
Jamastran forging friendships across all barriers
of generational and territorial conflicts. The
village elders have been amazed. Encouraged
by the growth they see in their children, the
elders are deputizing the teens as a type of
cabinet to address problemsin the region. The
teens are putting themselves out to serve.

FIRST STEPS ON THE ROAD TO SUCCESS

The teens and children that we work with are
the same as your kids and grandkids. The only
difference isthat they live in huts with mud
floors and no running water. But you would
never know that if you saw them. Up on fashion
trends, even if dightly used, they are almost
aways immaculately turned out.

Our teens don't think like poor kids. They have
hopes and dreams that are coming true as we
provide for their education and mentor them in
|eadership principles. The wisdom and the drive
these kids possess put most First World children
I know to shame. All they lack is education
and mentoring.

One of the first projects that teens from three
villages joined to address was a ramshackle hut
where an old man lived with his common-law
wife and young son. When our mentor team
first arrived in the area, while doing their census,
they discovered the eighty-year-old L eonardo.

Heis so frail you cannot imagine him being
able to stand much less do a day’s work. Set
deepinto agrizzled face, hiseyes still sparkle.
One gnarled hand graspstightly to a cane as he
tries to raise the other hand to wave hello — his
aged joints all but frozen with arthritis.
Leonardo’s hovel consisted of sticks and rags
and plastic. When it rained, the family got
soaked. Truly, it was one of the worst habitations
we had ever seen —lived in by three people
totally incapable of helping themselves.

Had we not stepped im and educaltd tham, ovr Teers
[(4fters Draining a1 Mhe eanky beorder of Nicaragua.

Asour servicesto the teens and children began
in Leonardo’s area, Franklin and Hector asked
the teens what they thought about his shack.
The teens were distressed at how this family
lived but had never imagined being able to do
anything that would make a difference.

However, as a unified group, they realized that
the old man could indeed be helped. Our team
began soliciting assistance from local hardware
merchantsin Danli. They were able to score
enough tin laminate to cover the roof and severd
other items needed for construction. This
amounted to over several hundred dollarsin
donations.

Then our mentors and teen leaders came up
with a construction plan and began asking
neighbors for wood to construct beams. It took
them days of searching the steep mountainsides
to find just the right timbers to be used for the
beams. Then they had to be hand-hewn. Making
adobe bricks and assembling everything needed
to finish the job, the team constructed a hut.
Still no great work of architecture, the new
dwelling provides a dry roof overhead, and is
far better than the family had before.

Thiswasthe first step our teen leadership team
took in community development. But they have
theinterest and the heart to do far more. Village
|eaders from neighboring communities have
been so impressed with the teens' efforts that
they are asking our teens to come and work
with them and inspire their youth. A recent
request our teens had was to help with fire-
fighting and reforestation. Thisisavery serious
problem in our region as you know from past
newsl etters about the eco ovens weinstall.

OPEN DOORS OR ROAD BLOCKSIN THE PATH

After the ouster of President Zelaya, inthe areas
we work, road blocks were set up to discourage
riots and protesters from joining the Zelaya
camp in Nicaragua. But these roadbl ocks cut
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off our families there from supplies, food, medical
care, etc. These necessary evils tend to foster
resentment in the poor who do not understand
what has happened in the first place.

1t makes them ripe for the empty promises of the
Marxists who promise theworld, and deliver little,
if anything. The poor and disenfranchised are easy
to seduce into the marxist camps.

Our work with the children has had atrickle up
effect on parents, who have now come to see us
in awhole new light. They like the changes they
are seeing in their children. We have established
abase of credibility from which we need to draw
in dangerous times such astthis.

When Honduras's ex-President Zelayawas ousted
at the end of June, our families in Jamastran live
in such aremote place, most had no idea what
was going on or how it could affect them. Had we
not stepped in and educated them, many of our
teens from Linaca and Jamastran (pictured above
at a festival we had in March) could befront lines
inthe new Zelayamarxist guerillafighterstraining
at the nearby border of Nicaragua.

Knowing our teens were at risk, our mentor team
got to the villages quickly and spent several days
educating everyone. They clarified how democracy
works, what a constitution is and what it means
when it is broken. Informing our friends about the
events that threatened their freedom, our mentors
explained the repercussions of the events before
and after the ouster of Zelaya.

In the areas where we work public school principas
and the all-powerful teachers union order the
teachers to attend demonstrations and marches
supporting Zelaya. This has resulted in some
extended closures of the public schoolsin the past
month.

Teachers who are dedicated to their students have
tried to resist the leftist strategies and hold class
intheir homes. Severely reprimanded by the union,
these stalwart souls were threatened with
punishment.

If we are not there to mentor these kidsinto
freedom and democracy they will be mentored by
the neo-marxist leader, Hugo Chavez, President
(ak.a. dictator) of Venezuela, and his minions.
For those of you who are not up on Honduran
political culture, Chavez has played a major role
in this crisis facing Honduras today.

Some Honduran public school teachers have
instructed students to sing their national anthem
with raised fists as a show of solidarity with the
Melistas and Chavistas (followers of Mel Zelaya
and Hugo Chavez).

The atmosphere has been very tense in Honduras
since the end of June. Small pockets of Zelaya
supporters, most often sporting bandanas over
their faces, create some form of chaosor riot every

day.

Gun shots are not all that uncommon in the areas
we work in Honduras. While | never get used to

NiDIA, FRANKLIN AND BABY | SAAC UPDATE:

In the midst of all this chaos, our center director Nidia, at seven months pregnant, became hypertensive.
Doctors began to fear for her life. Just shy of eight months gestation, baby |saac was born by emergency
C-section on July 15th. He weighed only 2.9 pounds at birth. For over two weeks the little guy was
isolated in aneo-natal unit where his parents could only see him two hours aday! Nidiaand Franklin
suffered terribly from this ordeal. Stuck in Tegucigal pa because of constant road blocks, they were
unable to see any of their family for weeks—including their daughter Alexa. The family isfinally home
but Isaac till needs prayer for health and weight gain. Needless to say this has been an expensive time.
Any financia help you can give to Nidiaand Franklin would be most appreciated.

How You CAN INFORM Y OURSELF ABOUT WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN HONDURAS:
Below are some good links to articles about the recent eventsin Honduras - al short and easy to grasp.

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090720/ap_on_re |la_am_callt_honduras_coup_290
Htetvp\)lé/c\),\r/lg ne.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204886304574311083177158174.html ?mod=google

http://www.jinsa.org/node/1087

http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0702/p09s03-coop.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124804541071763577.html

it, | console myself by believing it is a security
guard scaring off adog...

These days when gunshots are heard people have
no ideawhether arevolt is starting. Communist
takeovers are fueled with violence and intimidation.
Everyone in the region understands that and their
stomachs remain in knots. The fear factor playsa
large role in getting a people to back down on the
fight for freedom.

Jose and | were in Honduras in the days after
Zelayawas removed from the presidency. Tensions
were so high you couldn’t take a deep breath for
the oppression in the air - except during the
magnificent freedom marches we attended. But
even then, you never knew if the Zelaya forces
were going to start ariot.

We finally made our way back to the States. But
those we love remain and live that tension day in
and day out. One friend told us shetriesto stay
calm for the sake of her children, but it isfar from
easy. For us this month has been like sitting in the
ER wondering if abeloved family member is
going to pull through a life-threatening incident.

Hondurans have demonstrated the heart, but do
they have the wherewithal, to stand against the
tide of Communism? It will take somereal heroes
and real treasure to reverse the tide of Communism
that is blanketing Central and South America. We
know some of the treasures by name. We are
convinced these young heroes can help construct
anew social fabricin Honduras—that isin
desperate need of restructuring from the top down.

Asthe struggle for democracy in the region goes
on our team continues to teach and mentor and
feed and tend to the emotional, physical, and
spiritual needs of our kidsin both valleys.

At thisjuncture in our work it is critical that we
continue to provide the utmost in children’s services
to impact their future - afuture that we seein a
whole new light than we saw one month ago...

$50,000
MATCHING GRANT

AND WE ARE ALMOST THERE!

Nearly $44,000 has comein!
The remaining $6,000.00 will fund
the children’swork to the end of 2009.

One hundred percent —yes, 100% - of your
designated donations are spent in Honduras
for teen scholarships, tuition, school
uniforms, suppliesfor our centers, nutrition,
medical care, and all other needs associated
with our children’s work.

WRG is different than most 501(c)3
organizations in that 100% of your giving
goes to your designated choice.
Administration is funded separately.

Please make your check out to World
Resources Group. Designated giving should
be specified on the memo line. Undesignated
gifts are used where our board deems the
need to be the greatest.




