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The Great Bargain

Village Updates November 2009

When times are tough it is difficult to focus on
other people's problems. Extreme need tempts
us to circle our wagons and do whatever is
necesssary to alleviate our fears. The lingering
recession is driving many of us to ask whether
we are in fact our neighbor's keepers.

What resources we once freely shared with the
neediest we are now tempted to hold back as we
prepare for any storms ahead.

This sense of crisis is very real.

Our work with the poor, however, has taught us
to cope with these pressures differently. Poverty
is an excellent classroom for such things. The
poor are perpetually in desperate economic states.
Every day is a crisis. What will we eat? What
will we drink? What will we wear?

Critical to finding a way out of this financial
snare, we have learned to hold fast to two very
important truths: first, that God loves us and will
not abandon us, and second, that it is better to
give than to receive.

We call this the Great Bargain: If you take care
of God's business, he will take care of yours.

Surely all can agree that God's business is
multifaceted, yet by his own account he holds
saving the broken and the needy as chief among
his interests: "if you do this (show love and care)
to the least of these, you do the same to me."

Over the years we have drilled these ideas into
our leaders’ hearts, minds and souls. Their
application of this principle in their lives serves
as an inspiration to us.

Franklin Avila is one of our staff mentors to the
youth. Before inviting Franklin to come aboard
our team we advised him to carefully consider
whether his service to the children was a calling
and not a job. Callings are not without major
tests and trials, but if one persists, God always
makes every one worthwhile. This is especially
true of our team’s approach to money and
resources.

Franklin took up the challenge. He had always
been a God-seeker. At that time he didn’t fully
understand there was a divine bargain in the mix.

Before coming to work with us four years ago,

Franklin earned far more money in his previous

jobs, yet maintained he never had enough to
sustain himself or his

Tyranny destroys everything it rules,
greed destroys everything it covets,
but trusting in God’s way of serving others
offers a huge payoff.

family. When offered the
prospect of joining our
team, his family balked
at the idea of Franklin
being able to survive on
the meager wage we
provided, much less
support his mother and
brothers. But he felt a

God-nudge that perhaps this was indeed his
calling and made the decision to come and serve
the poorest of the poor with us. It has paid off
for him.

While the needs in his family continue to grow,
he has never once gone without all that was
necessary to support his mother, his brothers,
and now his wife, new baby Isaac, and their
daughter Alexa. When interviewing a prospective
staff member Franklin is the first to speak up
about the benefits of the Great Bargain which
he often delivers in tears. He sums up the deal
this way, “one cent earned with the God bargain
is worth one-hundred times more than I made
before. It just goes further, and I cannot explain
why.”

A wonderful group from Texas drilled a well for
us at our center in Linaca. Recently we had the
privilege of meeting the head of the operation
for Honduras and invited him to a big fiesta in
the new area of Jamastran where wells are in
short supply. He was more than open to checking
out the needs there.

We gave our teen council (The Cabinet) the
responsibility to decide which community should
get a chance at the well. They were also assigned
the task of presenting the need and their
conclusions to the man in charge of the well-
drilling operation.

Knowing that the council was comprised of teens
from three villages (all of which certainly could
benefit from a well) we thought it would be
interesting to see what would ensue. The next
day we were quite taken aback to learn that our
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council had chosen a remote community of the
poorest of the poor to be the recipient of this well.
The decision was unanimous. None sought gain
for themselves or their community. Each considered
the tiny community up the mountain to be in far
greater need.

This selflessness was evidence that our teen council
understood the implication of the Great Bargain
for themselves and their community. They chose
to be servant leaders instead of the “me first”
attitudes engendered by a culture who has grown
lazy from dependence.

It is this kind of thinking, this decision to attend

to the needs of others without thinking first of self,
that is necessary to transform a village, a nation,
aworld. Tyranny destroys everything it rules, greed
destroys everything it covets, but trusting in God’s
way of serving others offers a huge payoff.

This is what it looks like to embrace God’s world
- It is to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit
the sick and imprisoned, set the captives free,
renew the ruined cities that have been devastated
for generations, bestow beauty and gladness in the
place of ashes and despair. This is what we teach
our kids and this is a lesson they have had no
problem grasping.

UPDATE ON NIDIA AND FRANKLIN'S FAMILY

We are pleased to report that Baby Isaac, after
being born in July at 2.7 pounds, is well over 11
pounds and growing! All indications are Isaac will

be quite verbally skilled — not a
surprise when you know his
mama.

Proud big sister, Alexa, is
adjusting beautifully to life with
a new dad, new baby, and new
sister in Leda over the past year
and a half.

Our little Leda loves living with
the Avila family and is growing
in social skills and grace! Wasn’t
it yesterday when the scrufty little
waif, who at 8 years old had never been to school,
joined our center in Linaca? Those of you who
have followed the amazingly miraculous story of
Leda Avila will be pleased to know she has
graduated from a private school (thanks to her
sponsors) with honors!

Nidia, her new mom, reported Leda being furious
lately and reduced to tears over getting a 96% on
a test instead of the 100% she felt she deserved.
Our little prodigal has decided she wants to be a
teacher and has been accepted to the best school
for teachers in all of Honduras! Thankfully, it is
in Danli so she will continue to live with Nidia
and Franklin.

While there is a long waiting list for those wanting
to enroll in this prestigious school, Leda was moved
to the front of the list by the director of the school
who knows her incredible history and granted her
entrance. Even though she had the superior grades
to get in, without this special consideration Leda
would have been placed on the waiting list. We
count this just another miracle in the life of this
beautiful young child who from all indications
was headed for a wasted life of abject misery.

I will never forget the face of 9-year-old Leda on
a day we rescued her from her miserable life with
her family who had taken her out of Linaca. The
shame and pain of her life with her family turned
to joy once we left that place. While buying her
clothing and school supplies, Leda looked up at
me with eyes full of wonder and gratitude. Tugging
on my sleeve, she marveled, “Why does God love
me better than anyone else?”

By age 12 Leda had made up her own mind to
take up the Great Bargain. In a video recording
we shot, Leda was free-associating about how her
life changed after joining our family. She expressed
many surprising memories and evidenced very
mature thinking for such a young child.

Working with the children in many villages over
these last ten years, we have never met a child
from such devastating poverty who was so bright,
who could think so independently and who could
articulate her thoughts so well. Leda is a font of
surprises and an inspiration to all who know her.

Here in Leda’s own words is what our center has
meant to her. We simply asked her to discuss her
memories of joining our family and what it has
meant to her in life.

“I remember my first day at the center. I really
wanted to go and I was so excited. But I was so
embarrassed to go in because of the way I looked.
I felt dirty and ugly. Nelle told me not to be
embarrassed by the way I looked. She said I was
beautiful inside and out.

I enjoyed all the things the teachers taught me
there. I loved being at the center. From that day
on | knew I had found a new life by the way you
all supported me.

Linaca is a very, very poor community. People
struggle to put food on the table and some barely
have a roof overhead. The staff puts forth their
best effort to make sure that everyone has their
daily bread.

I thank you so much for helping me, like when |
feel sad. Thank you so much for helping me with
my schooling. When I need something the teachers
always meet my needs. The answer is never no —
it is always yes.

But now that you have given me all this help,
when I grow up, I want to be a professional — just
like Chip (her sponsor). I want to help the rest of
the children here in Honduras. No matter what
town or what community, I just want to help...”

It never gets old finding the Leda Avilas of
Honduras. And there are millions of them. Thank
you for helping us in our quest to find and bring
new life to many more Ledas.
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We are pleased to announce that we reached our goal on our initial
$50,000 matching grant! This gift enabled us to fulfill our goal of
running the operations in both valleys for the year!

The same very generous donor has offered another $25,000 matching
grant to help us get the year 2010 off to a great start in Honduras. All
donations — 100% go to the children’s work. Our goal is to find 100
sponsors to give $50 a month.

Nearly every one of our teens, who comprise our volunteer force, would
not attend high school if we were not able to provide scholarships. At
a recent meeting with the teens, we asked them how they have grown
over the past year by being a part of the mentor program and attending
high school. The most exciting thing we heard was that all of them
realized they were capable of doing things they never dreamed they
could do. This was causing them to challenge themselves to be better
citizens and dream bigger dreams for their lives and the lives of others.

It is this attitude that we most want to encourage. We are seeing the
birth of hope from despair. It costs us on average $50 a month to keep
ateen in school — for books, uniforms, backpacks, food, and transportation.
The teens are the ones who receive deeper teaching from our staff and
in turn they volunteer to work with the younger children. It is a win-
win for all concerned. We realize not all teens will come to work with
us in the future, but they will have received an education enabling them
to get a better job. They will have first-hand knowledge of the Great
Bargain, and they will be trained in a multitude of skills to help them
advance personally and thus help their nation.

All $50 monthly donations will go first to teen scholarships. All remaining
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New Matching Grant for $25,000!

funds will provide what is needed for scores younger children for
uniforms and school supplies. Last year we helped over 300 children
stay in school. For the lack of a pair of shoes, a child is kept out of
school. In some cases all the parents need is help with notebooks and
pencils and other small items for their children. It never ceases to amaze
me how for the lack of a pair of shoes or a notebook, a child’s life is
doomed.

Part of the education we give our teen workers is training them to take
a census of their communities each year. As we go along part of the
teaching they receive is learning to care for their community. It helps
us maintain honesty, transparency and credibility with the parents as
the school year begins in January. It also gives our teens a chance to
grow in compassion and wisdom in helping others.

If you wish to donate to the matching grant fund — please write Scholarship
or Children’s Center on the memo line of your check. All undesignated
giving will go where our board deems the need is greatest.

NoTE To OUR MONTHLY SPONSORS AND ALL CONTRIBUTORS:

Please check your statements carefully. All negative numbers indicate
a contribution. Please assure all donations have cleared your bank
account. It has come to our attention that several of our faithful monthly
donors’ checks were never received. If you have given monthly your
statement should have ten or eleven negative numbers on it (depending
on the timing of your November gift). Thank you so much to all those
who were able to catch up on their monthly giving and even go beyond
that! In these difficult economic times your gifts to the children are
most appreciated.
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A Few of Our Faithful Friends
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