Village Updates December 2009

The Little Country That Did

The severe testing Honduras endured to remain
afree and sovereign nation since June 28th
culminated in a successful Presidential election
on November 29th, that has been recognized by
the United States and most other nations. This
historic election, we pray, will bring much needed
peace and the rebuilding of this Little Country
That Could, a nation we so love.

The newdletter is alittle different this month -
but one that brought us great encouragement.
The following is areport from Jose to several
members of Congress who asked our team to be
observers of the election.

“On November 29th, we joined over 600
observers from at least 31 countries who were
present to observe and support the democratic
process in Honduras. We were ateam of six who
serve dozens of the poorest villages of the country.

Together with our international observer
colleagues we witnessed record turnout
throughout the nation. The latest figures from
the Supreme Electora Tribunal report that sixty-
two percent of the voting age population turned
out to vote (over 2 million votes). Taking into
consideration that over a million Hondurans on
the voting roles live abroad and do not vote, the
figure becomes seventy-five to eighty percent
turnout. Thisis the highest number of voters
ever in the history of Honduras (even before the
emigration adjustment).

On an interesting note, the second place losing

candidate Elvin Santos garnered more votes than
the winning presidential candidate from the last
election, former president Manuel Zelaya.

In spite of months of terrorist acts and threats
of more of the same, the Honduran people
overcame their fears and voted. In the large city
centers queues were several blocks long. One
ex president reported waiting an hour and a half
before casting his ballot.

We concur with our colleagues’ observation that
the environment at the polls was both peaceful
and orderly. While the military presence was
obvious, in no way did they interferein the
established voting ritual. No military or police
presence was seen near any of the voting tables.

The voting process itself was exemplary.

Hondurans use a standardized and up to date
identification card which every citizen may
obtain freely. For the past year the Honduran
government has been assiduous in their effort to
clean up the voting roles. New identification
cards were provided and made available in
hundreds of government offices across the
country. With thisform of ID, the voter
approaches the assigned voting table where a
set of routine steps are executed:

1) The photo identification is matched, not to a
list of names, but to a copy of the national
identification card which the voter holdsin his
or her hand.

2) Oncetheidentificationis
verified the voter is asked to
sign the imaged register of
their identification card.

3) A poll representative then
withdraws three ballots, one
for president, one for mayor,
and another for congressional
candidates. The voter isthen

invited to mark his/her votesin a private booth.
The ballots themselves show a clear photo of
each candidate. Any mark on the image field
will sufficeasalegal vote.

4) When finished, the voter isled by apoll
official to three transparent ballot boxes, each
representing the aforementioned voting
categories. The voter then slipsthe balotsin
each dot, witnessing the ingression of each slip
of paper in the appropriate box.

5) The voter returns to the registration table
where athumb print over the signature in the
registry signals a successful vote.

6) Thefinal act of the Honduran voter isto be
marked by atemporary indelible ink on the
pinky of their voting hand.

We witnessed this series of steps consistently at
every tablewe visited. At the end of the voting
day each table’s official was given cell phone.
Severd counters, in the presence of each party’s
representative counted the presidential vote tally
and called that number into the Supreme Election
Tribunal. Aside from afew glitches at the
election headquarters the presidential election
was called within two hours of the official
reporting deadline.

Elvin Santos the losing candidate immediately
acknowledged defeat and pledged to be aloyal
opposition to the now president elect Porfirio
“Pepe” Lobo Sosa.

In the coming days the same procedure will tally
the mayoral and congressional results.

All of my colleagues reported the same kind of
professionalism, transparency and enthusiasm
on November 29, 2009. By all accountsthis
was acivic feast celebrating the spirit of
representative democracy in the Americas.

While our general observation wasin concert
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with the rest of the international observers, our
work centered on the more remote areas of the
country. El Paraiso isone of the eighteen districts
that divide Honduras. It is the region adjacent to
the Nicaraguan border. Over the past six months
it has been ahotbed of “the resistance” (an assorted
collection of leftist groups, criminals, opportunists
and thugs for the most part). One of the chief
strongholds of this movement isthe town of Jutiapa
(about fifteen thousand people strong). Upon
entering Jutiapa one is met with abanner stating;
“Entering Zelaya Country, No to the Vote, Yesto
a Constitutional Assembly.”

We entered the danger zone as ateam, aswe do
every day. Several of the villageswe work arein
the area. The atmosphere in Jutiapa was far more
sedate than the other communities we had
witnessed. It was rumored that the resistance
visited every home in the area and warned the
citizens that their vote would bring severe
retribution. Cognizant of the threat, the military
presence in Jutiapa was several timeswhat it was
elsewhere,

Approaching the voting location, in the town high
school, brave Jutiapanstrickled in to their electoral
tables, in the shadows of heavily armed military
personal including snipers on the roofs. We were
saddened and impressed by these voters - saddened
because they missed out on the national festival
that these el ections had become all over the country,
yet deeply impressed by their courage. Although
Jutiapa registered less than twenty-five percent of
their voting rolls, the brave citizens that chose to
come out and vote exemplified more than any
other Honduran we witnessed the spirit of apeople
choosing freedom and liberty over tyranny.

One interesting experience of note was witnessed
by ateam member peering through the window
of avoting table. An elderly lady was brought to
the table by arelative. She announced that she
was hot ableto read or write. After polling officias
confirmed her identity she was shown the ballots.

Who do you want to vote for president, a poll
official asked? Thewoman stared at the presidentia
ballot for afew minutes. “| can’t decide, | don’t
see my candidate,” she said. “Do you remember
the name of the candidate you want to vote for?’,
apoll official inquired. “It's the man whose poster
| have on my wall,” sherecalled. “Does he look
like any of these photographs?’ they continued.
“I can't see very well,” she complained. One
official then patiently read the name of each
candidate in the order they were printed. Finally,
she remembered her candidate. “It’'s Pepe, Pepe
Lobo.” Shethen dutifully scratched the candidate’s
image. The same integrity was demonstrated by
the poll workersin the woman'’s struggle to choose
the mayoral and congressional candidates.

How easy it would have been to manipulate this

vulnerable voter. Jutiapais historically abase for
the now opposition Liberal Party. A vote that
could have easily been cast for Elvin Santos was
cast for Pepe Lobo.

Overdll, the poll workers were delighted that
members of the United States Congress cared
enough to send a representative to their election.
Honduran- American relations have suffered over
the last six months due to the perception that the
United States sided with the Latin American Leftist
Axisthat tried to invade their country.

We explained that as a representative democracy
our leaders are given authority to make decisions
with which the general population may disagree.
The American people, we assured them, love
Honduras, and now all the more when the price
of such friendship has tipped the balance of
sacrifice.

Asmall impoverished nation has taught the world
alesson on the value of freedom at the expense of
personal peace and affluence. Honduras faces
many problems ahead that will only be resolved
by aflood of miracles.” We are heartened that last
Sunday we witnessed the first of many more to
come.”

and dream bigger dreams for their lives and the
lives of others.

It isthis attitude that we most want to encourage.
We are seeing the birth of hope from despair. It
costs us on average $50 a month to keep ateenin
school —for books, uniforms, backpacks, food,
and transportation. The teens are the ones who
receive deeper teaching from our staff and in turn
they volunteer to work with the younger children.
Itisawin-win for all concerned. We realize not
al teenswill come to work with usin the future,
but they will have received an education enabling
them to get a better job. They will have first-hand
knowledge of the Great Bargain, and they will be
trained in amultitude of skillsto help them advance
personally and thus help their nation.

All $50 monthly donations will go first to teen
scholarships. All remaining funds will provide
what is needed for scores younger children for
uniforms and school supplies. Last year we helped
over 300 children stay in school. For the lack of
apair of shoes, achild is kept out of school. In
some cases al the parents need is help with
notebooks and pencils and other small items for
their children. It never ceases to amaze me how
for the lack of apair of shoes or anotebook, a
child'slifeis doomed.

Part of the education we give
our teen workersistraining them
to take a census of their
communities each year. Aswe
go aong part of the teaching
they receiveislearning to care
for their community. It helps us
maintain honesty, transparency
and credibility with the parents
as the school year beginsin
January. It also gives our teens
achanceto grow in compassion
and wisdom in helping others.

ANOTHER $25,000 GRANT:

We are pleased to announce a very generous donor
has offered another $25,000 matching grant to
help us get the year 2010 off to agreat start in
Honduras. All donations — 100% go to the
children’swork. Our goal isto find 100 sponsors
to give $50 amonth.

Nearly every one of our teens, who comprise our
volunteer force, would not attend high school if
we were not able to provide scholarships. At a
recent meeting with the teens, we asked them how
they have grown over the past year by being a part
of the mentor program and attending high school.
The most exciting thing we heard was that all of
them realized they were capable of doing things
they never dreamed they could do. Thiswascausing
them to challenge themselves to be better citizens

If you wish to donate to the matching grant fund
— please write Scholarship or Children’s Center
on the memo line of your check. All undesignated
giving will go where our board deemsthe need is
greatest.

NOTE TO OUR MONTHLY SPONSORS:

Please check your statements carefully. All negative
numbers indicate a contribution. Please assure all
donations have cleared your bank account. It has
come to our attention that several of our faithful
monthly donors' checks were never received. |
you have given monthly your statement should
have eleven or twelve negative numberson it
(depending on the timing of your December
gift). Thank you so much to all those who were
able to catch up on their monthly giving and even
go beyond that! In these difficult economic times
your gifts to the children are most appreciated.




